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PUBLIC“ STATUTES: 


[Chapter 11.) 


OF THE ASSESSMENT OF TAXES. 


(Exrracr.] 
NOTICES AND LISTS. 


Srcrion 38. Before proceeding to make an assessment, the assessors shall give seasonable notice thereof to the inhabi- 
tants of their respective places, at any of their meetings, or by posting up in their city or town one or more notifications in some 
public place or places, or by some other sufficient manner. Such notice shall require the inhabitants to bring in to the assessors, 
within a time therein specified, true lists of all their polls and personal estates not exempted from taxation, and may or may not 
require them to include real estate in their lists of property subject to taxation. Unless such requirement is made in said notice, 
the omission of real estate from the list brought in to the assessors shall not deprive the owner of such real estate of his right to 
an abatement of the tax thereon, if he files with his application to the assessors for abatement a list of the real estate on which 
the same is claimed, with his estimate of the fair cash value of each parcel thereof, and makes oath that said list and estimate are 
true according to his best knowledge and belief. 

Sxerron 39. The assessors shall in all cases require a person bringing in a list to make oath that the same is true; which 
oath may be administered by elther of the assessors. 

Srcrron 40. They shall receive as true (except as to valuation) the list brought in by each individual according to the pro- 
visions of section thirty-eight, unless on being thereto required by the assessors he refuses to answer on oath all necessary 
inquiries as to the nature and amount of his property. 

Sxcrion 41. They shall ascertain as nearly as possible the particulars of the personal estate, and of the real estate in 
possession or occupation, as owner or otherwise, of any person who has not brought In a list as required by them, and shall make 
an estimate thereof at its just value, according to their best information and belief. 

Srorron 42. Such estimate shall be entered in the valuation, and shall be conclusive upon all persons who have uot 
seasonably brought in lists of their estates, unless they can show a reasonable excuse for the omission, and except as provided in 
sections thirty-eight and seventy-three. 

Srcrion 43. In making the estimate provided for in the two preceding sections, the assessors shall specify the amount of 
each class of personal property mentioned in clauses numbered eighth, ninth, tenth, and eleventh, in section fifty-four, and enter 
the same in column number five, upon the blank books furnished under the provisions of section fifty-two: provided, that an 
error or over-estimate of any class shall not be taken into account in determining whether a person is entitled to an abatement, but 
only the aggregate amount of such estimate. 

Secrion 44. After personal property has been legally assessed in any city or town to an executor, administrator, or trustee, 
an amount not less than that last assessed by the assessors of such city or town in respect of such property shall be deemed to be 
the sum assessable, unless a true list of such property is brought in to the assessors in accordance with the provisions of section 
thirty-eight. 

Srcrion 45. The assessors of each place shall at the time appointed make a fair cash valuation of all the estate, real and 
personal, subject to taxation therein. 

Srcrron 46. The assessors, when they think it convenient, may include in the same assessment their state, county, and 
town taxes, or any two of them. 

Section 47. In the city of Boston all taxes assessed for city or county purposes may be assessed separately as county 
taxes and as city taxes, or under the denomination of city taxes only, as the city council from time to time directs. Chelsea, 
Revere, and Winthrop shall not be taxed for county purposes. 

Sxcrion 48. The assessors shall in each year assess upon the polls the state and county taxes, and if either of said taxes 
exceeds in amount the sum of one dollar upon each poll, the excess above said amount, and in every case the whole amount 
assessed for other purposes shall be apportioned upon property as provided by this chapter. 

Section 49. They may add to the amount of a tax to be assessed such sum, not exceeding five per cent. thereof, as any 
fractional divisions of the amount may render conyenient in the apportionment. 

Secrion 50. They shall make, upon the blank books furnished in accordance with section fifty-two, a list of the valuation 
and the assessment thereon, and, before the taxes assessed are committed for collection, shall deposit the same, or an attested 
copy thereof, in their office, or if there is no office, with their chairman, for public inspection. 

Srcrion 51. The first part of the list shall exhibit the yaluation and assessment of the polls and estates of the inhabitants 
assessed. 

The second part shall exhibit the valuation and assessment of the estates of non-resident owners, and shall contain in 
separate columns the following particulars: to wit, — 

‘The names of the non-resident owners of the property assessed, or such description of them as can be given. 
Their places of abode, if known, 

The description of their estate. 

The true value of such estate. 

‘The tax thereon. 

Sxcrion 52. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall furnish to each city and town, on or before the first day of May in 
each year, suitable blank books for the use of the assessors in the assessment of taxes, which books shall contain blank columns 
numbered from one to twenty-three, inclusive, with uniform headings for a valuation list, and blank tables for aggregates, in the 
following form :— 
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(Form, as printed on last page of this Valuation Book.] 


Srcrion 53. The assessors shall enter in the books furnished in accordance with the provisions of the preceding section 

the yaluation and assessment of the polls and estates of the inhabitants assessed, in the following order : — 
*In Column Number One. The names of the inhabitants or parties assessed for polls or estate. 

In Column Number Two. ‘The number of polls for which any person named in the preceding column is taxable. 

In Column Number Three. The total amount of cash tax on polls. 

In Column Number Four. The amount of each person’s whole stock in trade, including all goods, wares, and merchandise, 
at home or abroad, of ratable estate, whether paid for or otherwise. 

In Column Number Five. A description of all ratable cash assets; yiz.: Amount of money at interest more than the person 
assessed pays interest for, including public securities; the amount of money on hand, including deposits in any bank or in any 
sayings bank, which is not exempted by law from taxation; the number of shares of stock which are taxable, with the name of 
the corporation, in any bank, railroad, insurance, manufacturing, or other incorporated company; and a specification of the amount 
of each class of personal property mentioned in clauses eighth, ninth, tenth, and eleventh of the following section. 

In Column Number Six. ‘The true ratable value of the several items enumerated in the preceding column, placed opposite 
the description of said property or shares. 

In Column Number Seven. ‘The true value of machinery used in all kinds of manufacturing establishments, including 
steam-engines, etc., the value of such machinery to be entered opposite the description of the building in which it is used. 

In Columns Number Eight and Nine. The whole number of taxable live stock, including horses, mules, asses, oxen, cows, 
steers, heifers, sheep, and swine; each kind to be stated separately, with the value affixed to each. 

In Columns Number Ten and Eleven. A description of all other ratable personal estate, not before enumerated, such as 
carriages, income, plate, furniture, tons of vessels, etc., with the true value of the same. 

In Column Number Twelve. The aggregate of each person’s ratable personal estate. 

In Column Number Thirteen. The total tax on each person’s personal estate, 

In Column Number Fourteen. Buildings of all kinds shall be described in the following order : 

Dwelling-houses; barns; shops of all kinds, naming their uses; stores; warehouses; distil-houses; breweries, tanneries and 
other manufactories of leather; ropewalks; gristmills; sawmills; steam and other mills not above enumerated; cotton factories, 
with the number of spindles and looms used in the same; woollen factories, with the number of sets of cards used in the same ; 
linen factories, with the number of spindles and looms; print-works; bleacheries; gas-works; paper-mills; card factories; boot 
and shoe factories; india-rubber factories; carriage and car factories; pianoforte and musical instrument factories; sewing- 
machine factories; chair, pail, tub, and other wooden-ware factories; oil factories; glass factories; all kinds of iron and brass 
works; and other buildings not above named. 

* Amended, see Chapter 41, Acts of 1883. 
t Amended, sce Chapter 86, Acts of 1887 


In Column Number Fifteen, The true value of buildings enumerated in the preceding column placed opposite the descrip- 
tion of the same, including water-wheels; such value to be exclusive of land and water power and of the machinery used in said 
buildings. 

ra Columns Number Sixteen, Seventeen and Righteen. A description by name or otherwise of each and every lot of land 
assessed, the same placed opposite the name of the person or party to whom St Is taxable, with the number of acres or feet in 
each lot, the number of quartz-sand beds, of stone quarries and ore beds, and the true value thereof. 

In Columns Number Nineteen and Twenty. ‘The number of superficial feet of wharf, and the total value of the same. 

In Column Number Twenty-one. The aggregate value of cach person's taxable real estate. 

In Column Number Twenty-two. ‘The total tax on real estate. 

In Column Number Twenty-three. The aggregate cash tax assessed to each person on polls, and on personal and real estate, 

*tSECTION 54. * * * * . * * * 

tSecrion 55. The assessors shall make similar returns in the first four years of the last half of each decade; and in every 
fifth and tenth year of each decade they shall deposit in the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth, on or before the first 
day of October, a certifled copy, under oath, of the assessors’ books of those years; and said books thus deposited shall contain 
an aggregate sheet properly filled in accordance with the provisions of the preceding section, which shall be in like manner 
certified by the assessors and in every fifth and tenth year of each decade the secretary shall furnish duplicate copies of blank 
books to the cities and towns for the foregoing purpose: provided, that, in the case of the city of Boston, the returns required by 
this section to be deposited in the office of the secretary may be thus deposited on or before the first day of November, in the 
several years respectively. 

Secrion 56. If the assessors of any city or town neglect to comply with the requirements of elther of the three preceding 
sections, each assessor so neglecting shall forfeit a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars. 

Secrion 57. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall cause to be printed and bound in the books to be furnished for the 
use of the assessors a copy of this and of the five preceding sections and such certificates as are required by law to be signed by 
the assessors, together with such explanatory notes as may by him be deemed expedient for the purpose of securing uniformity 
of returns under the several headings; and he shall compile and cause to be printed annually for the use of the general court the 
aggregate returns from the cities and towns arranged by counties, so as to exhibit the total valuation of the towns, cities, counties, 
and state. 

Section 68. The assessors shall enter upon the valuation list, in the appropriate columns, after the enumeration of the 
taxable persons and estates therein contained, a statement and description of all the property and estate, and the fair ratable value 
thereof, situate in their respective cities or towns, or which would be taxable there but for the provisions of the third, seventh, 
and ninth divisions of section five, with the names of the persons or corporations owning the same and the purpose for which it 
is used, which are exempted from taxation by the provisions of law aforesaid, with a reference to the law by which such exemp- 
tion is allowed. 

Section 69. The assessors, or other persons empowered to assess the taxes in a city or a town, shall, at the close of said 
yaluation list, subscribe and take the following oath :— 


“We (the assessors, or mayor and aldermen, as the case may be, of 
the names of all persons known to us, who are Hable to taxation in , 
the real and personal estate contained {n said lst, and assessed upon each individual in said ist, f# a full and accurate assessment upon al 
individual, Hable to taxation, at its full fair cash value, according to our best knowledge and bellef.”” 

Sxcrion 60. Any assessor or other person assessing taxes in a city or town, who omits to take and subscribe the oath 
prescribed in the preceding section, shall be punished by a fine of ten dollars; but the omission to take and subscribe sald oath 
shall not prevent the collection of a tax otherwise legally assessed. 


ADDITIONAL DUTIES OF ASSESSORS. 


Srction 88. When the assessors of any city or town ascertain that the aggregate yalues of such city or town have been 
diminished since the first day of May of the preceding year, they shall return with the table of aggregates, or with the books, which 
they are required by sections fifty-four and fifty-five to deposit in the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth, a statement in 
writing, under oath, of the causes which in their opinion have produced such diminution. 

Section 89. If the assessors of any city or town neglect to comply with the requirements of the preceding section, each 
assessor so neglecting shall forfeit a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars, which may be recovered in the supreme judicial 
court by information filed by the attorney-general. 


) do hereby solemnly swear that the foregoing Hat {6 « fulland true liat of 
(here Insert the name of the city or town,) during the present year, and that 
Ii the property of each 


1882. 
(Chapter 175.) 
An ACT RELATING TO THE ASSESSMENT OF TAXES UPON MorTGaGrp Rear Estate. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 
(2xrracr.] 

Section 1. Any mortgagor or mortgagee of real estate may bring in to the assessors of the town or city where such real 
estate lies, within such time as shall be specified for bringing in the lists as provided in section thirty-eight of chapter eleven of 
the Public Statutes, a statement, under oath, of the amount due on each separate lot or parcel of such real estate, and the name 
and residence of every holder of an interest therein as a mortgagee or mortgagor. When such property is situated in two or 
more places, or when a recorded mortgage includes for one sum two or more estates or parts of an estate, an estimate of the 
amount of the mortgagee’s interest in each estate or part of an estate shall be given in such statement. The assessors shall, from 
such statements or otherwise, ascertain the proportionate parts of such estates that are the interests of mortgagees and mortgagors 
respectively, and shall assess the same. Whenever, in any case of mortgaged real estate, a statement is not brought in as herein 
provided, no tax for the then current year on such real estate shall be invalidated for the reason that a mortgagee’s interest 
therein has not been assessed to him. 

Section 2. The provisions of the preceding section shall be included in the notice to be given by the assessors under the 
provisions of section thirty-eight of chapter eleven of the Public Statutes. 


Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved April 21, 1882. 


1883. 
[Chapter 41.) 
AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE ASSESSMENT OF TAXES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows > 

Section 1. Section fifty-two of chapter eleven of the Public Statutes is amended so that In the blank books provided for 
under said section, the heading of column number one shall read as follows: ‘‘ Names and residence of persons assessed.” 

Section 2. Section fifty-three of chapter eleven of the Public Statutes is amended so that the second paragraph of said 
section shall read as follows: ‘In Column Number One. The names of the inhabitants or persons assessed for polls or estates, 
with the street and number of their residence.” [Approved March 14, 1883. 


[Chapter 91.) 
AN ACT RELATING TO THE ]UTIES OF AssEssORS OF TAXES. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Secrion 1. The returns and copies of as rs’ books, required by sections fifty-four and {ifty-flve of chapter eleven of 
the Public Statutes to be deposited by the as: ors in the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth, shall hereafter be 
deposited as follows: Copies of the assessors’ books shall be deposited as required on or before the tirst day of October in the 
year eighteen hundred and eighty-three and in every third year thereafter; and In such years the secretary of the Commonwealth 
shall furnish to the cities and towns duplicate copies of the blank books required for this purpose. And the other returns speci- 
fled in said sections shall be so deposited on or before the first day of October in each year: provided, that in the case of the city 
of Boston all said returns may be deposited in the office of the secretary on or before the first day of November in the several 
years respectively. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved March 29, 1883. 


1887. 
[Chapter 86.] 


AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE ASSESSMENT OF TAXES. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Section fifty-four of chapter eleven of the Public Statutes as amended is hereby amended so as to read as 
follows :—The assessors shall fill up the table of aggregates by an enumeration of the necessary items included in the lists of 
valuation and assessments required by law, and shall on or before the first day of October in each year deposit in the office of the 
secretary of the Commonwealth an attested copy of the same, containing, — 

First. The number of persons assessed, specifying the number assessed for a tax on property and the number assessed for 
a poll tax only. 

Second. The number of polls, specifying the number of male polls and the number of female polls. 

Third. The tax on each poll, male or female, 

Fourth. The value of personal estate, specifying the value of the same excluding resident bank stock and the value of res- 
ident bank stock. ° 

Fifth. The value of real estate, specifying the value of buildings exclusive of land and of land exclusive of buildings. 

Sixth. The total valuation of the city or town. 

Seventh. The tax for state, county and city or town purposes including overlayings, specifying the amount assessed on 
personal estate, on real estate and on polls. 

Eighth. The rate of total tax per one thousand dollars. 

Ninth. The amount as valued for sment, of money at interest, and other debts due the persons assessed more than 
they are indebted or pay interest for, specifying the amount secured by mortgage and the amount unsecured. 

Tenth. The amount of money on hand, including deposits taxable, as valued for assessment. 

Eleventh. The amount of public stocks and securities, as valued for assessment. 

Twelfth. The amount of stocks in corporations without the state, as valued for assessment. 

Thirteenth. The number of horses assessed, 

Fourteenth. The number of cows assessed. 

Fifteenth. The number of sheep assessed. 

Sixteenth. The number of neat cattle, other than cows, assessed. 

Seventeenth. The number of swine assessed. 

Eighteenth. The number of dwelling-houses assessed. 

Nineteenth. The number of acres of land assessed: provided, that in the case of the city of Boston said copy may be 
deposited in the office of the secretary on or before the first day of November in each year. 

Section 2. The blank forms of the tables of aggregates provided for by section fifty-two of said chapter shall be so 
changed as to include the items provided for by the foregoing section. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved March 16, 1887. 


*Amended, see Chapter 86, Acts of 1887. 
tAmended, see Chapter 91, Acts of 1883. 
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